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We are delighted to have four finalists in the ResourceSmart Schools Awards 
this year (winners will be announced on November 11). Congratulations to: 
Cƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ π 9ƴŜǊƎȅ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ  
Koonwarra Village School 
Cƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ π /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ  
Maffra Secondary College 
Cƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ π {ǘǳŘŜƴǘπƭŜŘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 
¢ŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ  
Glengarry Primary School 
Cƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ π 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ  
Goodstart Early Learning Centre, Morwell  
 
Well done to all of the entrants who were not made finalists, we are very 
proud of your efforts: 

Ö Airly Primary School - Student-led action team 

Ö Bairnsdale Primary School - Energy 

Ö Commercial Road Primary School - Waste; water 

Ö Grey Street Primary School, Traralgon - Student-led action team 

Ö Nungurner Primary School - Community lead 

Ö Somers School Camp - Woorabinda Campus - Bio; Energy; Waste 

Ö Yarram Secondary College - Waste 

Term 4 is a good time to take stock of your school’s ResourceSmart Schools 
achievements; record and celebrate them and set up for the year ahead. 

If not already done in Term 3, curriculum planning will take place this Term. 
This link includes lessons aligned with ResourceSmart Schools from Foundation to Year 6.  

¢ŀƪŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ 
Take a look at the SEMP (School Environment Management Plan) and note the achievements/actions 
undertaken this year.  Include them in a Sustainability Report to go into the school’s Annual Report; upload 
to the website or school’s Facebook Page and celebrate those achievements with your students.  It also is 
a good time to have the students and staff suggest new items to add to the SEMP for 2017 action. 
 
Now; give yourself a pat on the back and celebrate with colleagues as without your efforts many of those 
things on the SEMP would not have been achieved for the school and the wider environment. And, 
congratulations and well done from your 
Gippsland Facilitation Team!  
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Actions for Term 4  

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/services-and-advice/schools/resources
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNxPnEy-DPAhVJwWMKHfPyDmoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/schoolsawards&bvm=bv.135974163,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNH80sIR1xPs74bJBeL7X1t3YVW-7A&ust=1476750659073430
https://www.facebook.com/resourcesmartschoolsgippsland/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

The following are links to curriculum materials that will be useful for integrating sustainability into your 

curriculum: 

Kitchen Garden: Across curriculum ideas, stemming from the garden and kitchen: Click here:  

Water: SWEP (Schools Water Efficiency Program) is a water data logger that 
can be attached to a mains water meter or adapted for water tanks.  Schools 
also have access to a specially designed primary and secondary curriculum 
resource for English, maths, science and sustainability issues via the website.  
SWEP is available to every Victorian school. For participants in SWEP the cost of the supply and 
installation of data loggers is covered for the first year, however participating schools are required to 
commit fees of $150 (ex GST) for the program in both year two and three.  

Check your local Water Board for incursion and excursion options. DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
[ŜƴŘƛƴƎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ offers a series of colourful water-related stories suitable for lower-
primary school students. ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ wŀƛƴŘǊƻǇΤ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƭŀǎǎΤ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 5Ǌŀƛƴ ϧ 
²ŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ. E-mail education@gippswater.com.au if you would like to borrow them or 
call 1800 050 500.   

Litter - Resources on this link examine issues such as: social impact, hazards of litter, stormwater and 
marine litter, the problem with landfill, laws relating to litter, packaging, the 3 Rs and littering behaviour. 
It includes Australian Curriculum linked lesson plans and worksheets .  

 
{ŀǾƛƴƎ tŀǇŜǊΥ Create a paperless classroom by taking advantage of Cool Australia's digital 
sharing functionality. Register with Cool Australia to create your personalised teacher 
dashboard that allows you to send and receive digital worksheets. Lesson plans are 
aligned with ResourceSmart Schools.  
 

Balloons: Why they shouldn’t be released http://balloonsblow.org/biodegradability-backyard-test and 
just as disturbing is the ties are still intact! http://balloonsblow.org/student-action-pack/  
 
{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΥ Ecolink is a Department of Education and Training Science Specialist Centre focussing on 
development and delivery of educational, environmental sustainability programs. 
Ecolinc provides onsite, offsite and online curriculum programs associated 
with life, water, energy, air and earth for P-12, as well as a range of teacher 
professional learning programs. Ask Ecolinc about bus subsidies for 
distance and disadvantaged communities.  
 
[ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΥ Click here for engaging and easy-to-
understand teaching and learning sequences for the primary school curriculum that are designed to 
integrate environmental lessons within and outside of the classroom.  
 

Including Sustainability in Your 2017 Curriculum 

https://www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au/sites/default/files/2015_September_Gettingstarted_curriculum34.pdf
http://www.myswep.com.au/
mailto:education@gippswater.com.au
http://www.kabc.wa.gov.au/resources/for-schools/teacher-resources
http://www.coolaustralia.org/%20http:/www.coolaustralia.org/take-action/australian-curriculum-sustainability/
http://balloonsblow.org/biodegradability-backyard-test
http://balloonsblow.org/student-action-pack/
http://www.ecolinc.vic.edu.au/programs/list-view
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/junior-landcare/junior-landcare-resources/curriculum-resources/


 

 

Were people more sustainable in the past? Students experience shopping, games, crafts, energy, 
transport, clothes and classrooms to compare with today – 
http://www.gippslandheritagepark.com.au/ and 
http://www.coalcreekvillage.com.au/education/  
 
 
tƘƛƭƭƛǇ LǎƭŀƴŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ tŀǊƪǎΥ Primary and secondary school programs as well as teacher PD days are 

conducted to develop a greater understanding of the natural environment through exploration, 
investigation and hands on activities. Programs are linked to AusVELS and can 
include a focus on maths and science with real world data collected locally by 
the staff. Click here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Toongabbie Primary School Garden Club is a dynamic club that 
grows food in the school grounds as well as micro herbs, which 
are now being supplied to pubs and shops in Gippsland.  The 
garden even has its own Facebook page, which can be found here 
 
The school has installed a greenhouse and several wicking beds as 
well as ground level garden beds.  One of the school’s most recent 
goals is to grow grow enough tomatoes to supply its’ tuck shop 
and BBQ fundraisers with tomato sauce for 2017. This will enable 
the students to have hands on experience of start to finish with 
making tomato sauce!   
 
The garden is becoming an intrinsic part of teaching at Toongabbie 
and it has been wonderful to watch it flourish over the last 12 
months.   
 
The garden is supported by both teachers and parents and has 
become a great fundraising tool for the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toongabbie Primary School Garden Club 
 

http://www.gippslandheritagepark.com.au/
http://www.coalcreekvillage.com.au/education/
https://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/education/
https://www.facebook.com/TPSGardenClub/?fref=ts
https://www.penguins.org.au/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Congratulations to Airly PS on achieving its’ first 
ResourceSmart Schools Star. It also has achieved Certification 
for its’ Waste Module.  
 
Students at Airly PS use these home made Money Bags, made 
from remnant material and zippers, whenever there is a need 
to take money to school.  The Money Bags save the families 
using ziplock plastic bags or wasting paper envelopes.  
 
What a great reuse and recycling idea that also saves on the 
use of plastic and paper and waste to landfill! 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Maffra Secondary College is proud to receive its’ first ResourceSmart Schools Star for implementing Core 
Module activities. It also is celebrating Certification for the Energy Module following an energy audit and 
implementation of energy saving actions.  
 
The school is progressing with the Waste Module. Its’ major issues are how it can reduce the school yard 
litter problem and to minimise waste to landfill and subsequently reduce waste disposal costs. A survey of 
students is in progress to identify how they think the litter issue could be best addressed. 
 
As a Term 3 science project, some Year 8 students undertook a project to divert food organics to a worm 
farm and a compost tumbler. The school is now investigating the installation of worm farms – one for each 
day of the school week (like many of the schools in Latrobe) – as a means of reducing waste to landfill and 
the school’s impact on the environment through organics being composted rather than decomposing in 
landfill and creating methane.     

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 
 
 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
  

Maffra Secondary College Gets a Star! 

A Star and Money Bags for Airly PS  

https://www.facebook.com/resourcesmartschoolsgippsland/


 

 

Gardening Australia visited Melbourne Zoo’s butterfly house to discover the importance of plants to the 
lifecycle of butterflies. The following link has the story and video. 
http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s4540801.htm   Museum Victoria also has good material 
https://museumvictoria.com.au/bioinformatics/projects.htm  

There are over 130 species of butterfly found in Victoria. To encourage some of them to your school 

grounds plant some of the following species. 

TEMPERATE ZONE   
    
¶ Globe Amaranth, Gomphrena globosa 
¶ Wonga Wonga Vine, Pandorea 

pandorana  
¶ Billygoat Plum, Planchonia careya          

COOL ZONE 
 
¶ Clematis, Clematis spp., both native and 

exotic 
¶ Azaleas, Rhododendron spp. 
¶ Shasta 
Daisy’s Leucanthemum x superbum  

GREAT ALL-ROUNDERS 
 
¶ Bottle brushes, Callistemon spp. 
¶ Butterfly Bushes, Non-

invasive Buddleia spp. 
¶ Butterfly Bushes, Gaura lindheimeri 
¶ Globe Amaranth, Gomphrena globosa  
¶ Austral Indigo, Indigofera australis 
¶ Paperbarks and Tea Trees, 

Melaleuca spp. 
¶ Wattles, Local Acacia spp. 

 

  

Plants to encourage and sustain butterflies 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s4540801.htm
https://museumvictoria.com.au/bioinformatics/projects.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butterfly


 

 

 

 

 

!ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǎƛŜ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ .ƛǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘ 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count aims to engage school communities in the natural world while 
getting to know the birds in their local schoolyard through participation in a simple, fun, all-ages 
activity that can be done anywhere.  It is running this year from the 17 – 23rd October. 

By taking part in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count the students will become citizen scientists. Citizen 
science creates opportunities for students to connect with the natural world, gain scientific skills, 
and learn about topics such as life cycles, habitats, adaptations and interrelationships. This can be a 
gateway to many exciting discoveries and creates a partnership between the students and 
professional scientists to help answer questions scientists couldn’t answer on their own. 

!ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 

The resources are intended for teachers of students in Years 5 and 6 working towards Stage 3 
outcomes in the Australian Curriculum. However, they can be adapted for younger students as well. 

The resource comprises two lessons. They are an inquiry-based curriculum resource that encourages 
students to engage in the scientific process through monitoring birds. The teaching and learning is 
based on the students’ role as citizen scientists investigating the bird community and habitat of their 
school grounds. They collect, analyse and interpret their data. 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

In addition to the lesson plans, the 
following materials available: 

¶ A4 Backyard Birds Posters  

¶ Stickers 

¶ Bookmarks 

¶ Badges 

¶ A3 Posters 

¶ Colouring Page 

http://aussiebirdcount.org.au/  

 

Aussie Backyard Bird Count 
 

http://aussiebirdcount.org.au/


 

 

 
With Christmas again just around the corner, it’s a good time to think about gifts. Reusable bags are a 
good option. Students can make reusable bags from old clothing eg. shirts and T-shirts from home or 
the Op-Shop. For interest, choose a T-shirt with a design or slogan they like.  
 
Tie the activity in with a lesson on waste – refuse and reduce (the use of plastic bags); re-use (of an 
item) and recycling (making it into something new). There are lots of online tutorials to help, T-shirt 
bags and a second T shirt bags and a Backpack from shirt 
 
 

 
Narracan Primary School students ventured into the school yard earlier this year to explore their 
biodiversity. Split in to four groups, with a map of their school in hand and using the Cool Australia tool, 

the students walked around searching and recording 
aspects they found relating to biodiversity. 
 
They were good at estimating the size of trees, 
whether they were under 6 metres or over 6 metres, 
and rarely did they get it wrong when choosing 
whether a tree was native or introduced.  Overall the 
students had a great time – plus we couldn’t have 
picked a better day!  
tƛŎΥ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ 9ƭƛΣ hŘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƧ 
 

 
When undertaking waste audits at schools the biggest item of waste often is apples, either whole or with 
just a few of bites or nibbles out of them.  

When you think of it, a whole apple is not very realistic for children with baby teeth or no front teeth as 
they transition to an adult mouth.  

An easier way for young children to eat apples is in pieces. The 
photo shows how it can be cut, then held together with a 
rubber band. Leaving the core section in helps to prevent the 
cut edges browning.  

Feel free to promote this in your newsletters. And for those 
practicing rubbish free lunches, the rubber band is taken home 
for use the next time the student has an apple in their lunch 
box. 

Easier to eat and less waste! 

Gifts for students to make for Christmas 
 

Narracan Primary School does Biodiversity Audit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_O33Wq_uz6Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_O33Wq_uz6Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5MLI5zKQ9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6soXkXvfec


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  
Monday 17 ς Sunday 23rd October - Aussie Backyard Bird Count 

Saturday 22nd October – Children’s Art and Environment Day – Nungurner Primary School 

Friday, 11 November 2016 - ResourceSmart Schools Awards – Melbourne Museum 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ пǘƘ aŀȅΣ нлмт – Sustainable Schools Expo ς St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School, Warragul 

 

 

Goodbye Jessie: We say goodbye to our Baw Baw Facilitator, Jessie Ablett, this Term as she has secured a 
full-time position as Environment Sustainability Officer with the Baw Baw Shire. In her Council role she will 
still be available to assist schools with sustainability issues, but not specifically related to ResourceSmart 
Schools. A new facilitator is in the process of being appointed. 

 

 

!ƭƛǎƻƴ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ{ƳŀǊǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ 
CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊ ŦƻǊ [ŀǘǊƻōŜ /ƛǘȅ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ .ŀǎǎ /ƻŀǎǘ {ƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ 

Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au 

Ph: 5633 3335 

 

bƻƭŀ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊ 

DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŀǎǘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

Nola.Anderson@gwrrg.vic.gov.au  

Regional Education Officer 

Ph: 5633 3337 

 

tŜǘŜǊ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ 

[ŀǘǊƻōŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ό²ŀǎǘŜ aƻŘǳƭŜύ 

Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au 

Ph: 1300 367 700 

 

.ǊŀŘ YƛƧƭǎǘǊŀπ{ƘƻƴŜ 
CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
brad.kijlstra-shone@gwrrg.vic.gov.au  
Ph: 0438 994 804 
 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ [ŀƳōƭŜ 

9ŀǎǘ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊΣ  

9ŀǎǘ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au 

Ph: 5153 9500 

 

wŀǉǳŜƭ IŀǊǊƛǎ 

²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ƘƛǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ 

Wellington Shire Council 

raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au 

Ph: 0429 172 889 

 

ResourceSmart Schools Local Facilitators 
 

Calendar 
 

mailto:Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
mailto:Nola.Anderson@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
mailto:Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
mailto:brad.kijlstra-shone@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
mailto:rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au
mailto:raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/resourcesmartschoolsgippsland/

